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Preached before the 


Levanc-Company. 
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T. St. Peter, Ill. 19, 20. 


By which alſs he went and Preached unto the Spirits 
in FPiſon, 
Which ſometime were diſobedient , when once the long- 
fuffering of God waited in the daies of Noah, while 
the Ark ws apreparing : wherein few, that is, eight 
Souls were ſaved by Water, 


were times of great tryal and 

danger, and the Goſpel , 

though it brought along with 

it the glad tydings of Sal- 

vation, and laid down rules of Life, beyond 

the ſtrifteſt inſticutions of Philoſophy, ſo con- 
B 


ducive 


Perſe. I, 


f,a!, 1. 7 \v. 


A 
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ducive tothe improvements of reaſon, which 
was Clouded and be-nighted with Error, and 
had loſt irs command in-the Soul, and was 
become ſubje&t to the Senfitive appetite, ſo 
direaly tending to the advance of Humane 
nature, and the peaceand quiet and benefit of 
the Univerſe, beyond the higheſt reaches and 
tetches of State-Policy; yet every where met 
with oppoſition from the Civil Powers; which 
might be enough to ſtagger and ſhake the 
weake faith of the newly-converted ChriStians, 
and prove a dangerous temptation to make 
them Renounce that Chriſtian Profeflion, they 
had ſo lately taken up, which they ſaw was 

purſued with Scorn , and Perſecution, and 
Death. 

To Obviate and prevent which, 1s the de- 
ſign of S' Peter in this Epiſtle inſcribed to 
the believing Zews, and eſpecially thoſe of the 
Aſian diſperſion, bis peculiar charge and care, 
as being the Apoſile of the Circumaſion, and to 
encourage them to conſtancy and perſeve- 
rance, notwithſtanding their preſent ſufferings 
and hardſhips they were forced to indure and 
undergo: Which a as he does throughout the 

whole. 


(3) 


whole , ſo eſpecially he urges upon them i1 

this Chapter from a double Confideration : 
The one, That to Suffer for righteouſneſs ſake. 
and the Gofpel, to endure Perſecutions and 
Crofles upon the accompt of the true Religion, 
ro bear witneſs to the Truth, though ir coft 
them their lives, was indeed a ſeeming mitery, 
but a real happineſs. Verſe, 14. if ye ſuffer for 
Righteouſneſs ſake, happy are ye, In the eye of 
the World their condition might ſeem dolo- 
rous and fad, but to them it was to be elteemed 
a matter of joy and triumph, that 7hey wer+ 
accounted worthy to ſuffer for Chriſt, A good 
Conſcience, and the honour of being a Martyr, 
and the hope of Glory, promiſed as-a reward 
of their ſufferings and conſtancy, ſhould car- 
ry them through all ditficulrties; only they 
were to be very ſollicitous, that they ſuffered 
as Chriftians, that no baſe or unlawtull A& 
brought ch2m into thoſe ſad inſtances , tha 
their Accuſers objeted ro rhem no other 
crime but their Relzgzon, that they were not 
haled to the Barr, and arraigned as Murderers, 
or as Thiewes,or evil doers, or buſy-bodbtes in other 
mens matters,not as Enemies to the Government, 
B 2 under 
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under which they lived, not as Seditious nor 
Pragmatical,, not as Invaders of other mens 
lives, or Cizil Rights and Proprieties, nor as 
guilty of any of thoſe flagitious Crimes, that 
are juſtly punithable by Humane Laws. 

The other, From the Example of our Blef- 
ſed Saviour in the verſe before the Text, For 
Christ alſo hath once ſuffered. He came down 
trom his Glory, wherewith he was encircled, 
and aſlumed our Nature.and all its infirmities, 
and was content to be cloiſtered up Nine 
months in a Virgins Womb , and then came 
into the World a poor helpleſs Infant, expoſed 
to all the hardſhips and mileries of life, to 
Hunger, and' Thirſt, and Cold, and all the in- 
conveniencies. that attend Poverty 3 and at 
laſt, afrer he had ſpent very nigh Four and 
thirty years in ſadneſs and diſgrace, was con- 
demned to.the ignominy and torment of the 
Croſs. They: could not faint, fo long as they 
had his bleſſed Example in their eye ; this muſt 
needs put lite into them, and add ſtrength to 
their Faith, and conſtancy to their Reſolutions ; 
and eſpecially. if they would refle&, for whoſe 
lake Chriſt underwent, with ſuch un-wearied 
q | patience. 


(5) 
patience, all theſe ſufferings ; Chriſt alſo hath Verſe, 18. 
once Suffered for fins, the juſt for the unjuſt, that he 

might bring us to God, being put to death in the 

Fleſh ;. Innocence it ſelf was arraigned, that the 
Criminal might be acquitted, and Zuſtice con- 
demned to dye, that We, that were the only 
Guilcy,might ſurvive, It was his Love to man, 

even when at enmity with God, that brought 
him.down from Heaven, and faſtened him to 

the Croſs, and laid him in the Grave ; and all 

this, that he might reconcile us to our Maker, 

whom we had offended, and bring us to God : 

and ſhall not we follow after the Author and 
Finiſher of our Faith, this Captain of our Salva- 

tion, who was thus conſecrated by Suffering, and 

endure a little. for his ſake, that Suttered la 

much for ours ? 

The Apoſile having purſued his Argument , 0mm 
thus far from the Sufferings and Death of mindeis 1x14 - 
Chriſt, immediately ſubjoyns the Article of his m—— B 
Reſurreftion, Being put to Death in the Fleſh, $5519 %- 
but quickened by the Spirit ; * that —— Ft pauld pdt 
is, though ChriF, as man,died,and u;, 1: 1; fi rg: ye 
there was a real diſunion of 77 9a me Shin 


-oul and Body, yet he revived again by his 
Eternal 
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(6) 
Eternal Power and God-head; for ſo much we 
muſt underſtand by thoſe words , quickened by 
the Spirit, which cannot be meant of the Soul 
of Chriſt, the other part of the Humanity,which, 
being immortal], can in no wiſe whatever be 
ſaid to be made alive, but are in a dire& oppo- 
fiction to the former Clauſe, where Fſþ figni- 
fies The whole Humane Nature, as it doth in fe- 
veral places of Scripture, which reter parti- 
cularly to our Saviour ; 1 ZimeIII,16. Without 
controverſy great is the Myſtery of Godlineſs, God 
manifeſted in Fleſh, S* John, 1. 14, The Word 
25 made Fleſh ; that is, the two Natures, Di- 
vine and Humane, were both united in the Per- 
fon of Chriſt : Rom,1X. 5, Of whom, as concerning 
the Fleſh,Chriſt came : and Rom. 1. 3. Concerning 
hiz Son Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, who was made of the 
Seed of David according to the Fleſh ; that is, 
Chriſt, as man, the Son of a Virgin-Mother, de- 
rived his deſcent and Pedigree from the Zewiſh 
Nation, and particularly from the Royal Fa- 
mily, the houſe of David; and may be fur- 
ther explain'd by a Parallel place,z Cor.XI1I.4, 
Though he was Crucified through weakneſs ; that 
is, by reaſon of the — of the Humane 

Nature 


Nature, which 1s obnoxious to death, yet he 
liveth by the Power of God, where his being 
Crucified through weakneſs is the ſame with his 
being put to death in the Fleſh, and his living 
by the Power of God the ſame with his being 
quickned by the Spirit. 

Hereupon the Apoſtle adds, by which He, 
that is, Chriſt, went and Preached to the Spirits in 
Priſen : tv w, in or by which , which, according 


to all Grammatical Analog y, does plainly and 


neceſſarily refer to the word immediately fore- 
going, Tvev,4gn the Spirit, and therefore 1 
cannot but wonder at the * Greek, 


Scholiafl, who explains them by 
the INlative 4%, which were to 
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make the Apoſile argue at a very 

looſe rate, and 1s altogether 1n- 

y conſequent and befides his pur- 

) poſe, who in the continued order of his dif- 
x courſe ſhews, how Chriſt may be ſaid to Preach 

þ to the Spirits in Priſon, Which reference being 

; ſo plain and eaſy and natural, this Notion of 
x Spirit,ſo agreeable to Scripture and the Arti- 

F* cles of our Faith, will ſerve for a Key to open 
« the difficulties of the Text, By which alſo he 
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went 


went and Preached to the Spirits in Priſon : ——- 

This for the Connexion, which it was ne- 
cellary for me to ſhew, in order to the full 
meaning and underſtanding of the words ; 
which being difficult in themſelves, and made 
more ſo by the fancies and deſcants of Interpre- 
ters, it will take up ſome time to explain them, 
and ſettle and fix their true meaning, before I 
can raiſe any dorinal Propoſitions to build us up 
in our moſt holy Faith; as in our ordinary 
building, the Foundation muſt firft be cleared, 
before we can raiſe any ſtrong or laſting Super- 
{kructure, 

1. Some there are,and thoſe great Names, 
juſtly reverenced for their Learning and 
their Antiquity , men that by their Writings 
and by their Sufferings have deſerved well of 
the Church of God,, who, relying too much on 
the Literal ſence of the Words, which they 
took In groſſe, and confounded without any 
diſtinCtion, pleaſed themſelves with this In- 
rerpretation, Thar Chriſt in his Soul, then re- 
ally ſeparate from his Body, during the in- 
tervening ſpace between his Death and his 
ReſurreGon, Preached to the Souls of men 

below 
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below in Priſon, which chey explain by Hell, 
or Avg, ſome place ſeparate and diſtin& from 
Heaven : and accordingly that the Patriarchs » Stromarun 
. ' . ib. 6. P. 270. 
and their PoSerity, together with Plato and cx gditions 
. Fr. Sylburgit 
other good-natured and enlightned Heathen, 65 a. ©: 
. R : 1502. Who 
upon their owning of Him, were freed and de- caking thy 
. - ir grantec, 
livered from that Priſon where they had been preiemiy at- 
. X ter argues 
lo long detained, and redeemed from that ſtate ts, p. 251. 
of Thraldom ; thoſe only, that rejetted him, ,2 Aid 
continuing thexe upon the accompr of their #1) © 22 
, v2..19.34, 2 
Infidelity, - AcÞ vane 
An Expoſition received by ſeveral of the *22*: 
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went and Preached to the Spirits in Priſon ; ——- 


This for the Connexion, which it was ne- 


cellary for me to ſhew, in order to the full 
meaning and underſtanding of the words ; 
which being difficult in themſelves, and made 


more ſo by the fancies and deſcants of Interpre- 
ters, it will take up ſome time to explain them, 


and ſettle and fix their true meaning, before I 


can raiſe any dofrinal Propoſitions to build us up 


in our moſt holy Faith; as in our ordinary 


building, the Foundation mult firft be cleared, 


before we can raiſe any ſtrong or laſting Super- 


ſtructure. 

1. Some there are,and thoſe great Names, 
juſtly reverenced for their Learning and 
their Antiquity , men that by their Writings 
and by their Sufferings have deſerved well of 
the Church of God, who, relying too much on 
the Literal ſence of the Words, which they 
took In grofſe, and confounded without any 
diſtinction, pleaſed themſelves with this In- 
rerpretation, That Chriſt in his Soul, then re- 
ally ſeparate from his Body, during the in- 
tervening ſpace between his Death and his 
Reſurreion, Preached to the Souls of men 
below 
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below in Priſon, which chey explain by Hell, 
or Avg, ſome place ſeparate and diſtin from 
Heaven : and accordingly that the Patriarchs + Srpmarun 


6. P«. 270. 
and their Pofferity, rogether with Plato and ex £4:ton: 


Fr. Sylburgit 
other good-natured and enlightned Heathen, rec a. ©: 


1502, Who 


upon their owning of Him, were freed and de- eaking thy 


fir granted, 
livered from that Priſon where they had been preicatly at- 


ter argues 
ſo long detained, and redeemed from that ſtate thu, p. 271. 


of Thraldom ; thoſe only, that reje&ed him 
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Infidelity, 
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Ancients, and ſo diſperſed in 
their Writings, that I ſhall not 
heap up Citations in the Proof 
of a Thing that 1s granted on 
all hands: I ſhall therefore 
content my felf with that 
ſingle one of * S* Clement of 
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eony erica moy Kuggor Toig 


Ts &ToAwnony & To xoG- 


XAUT AW, [AGNNOv ORE meTEMNME- 
vc x) Toic tv GuAcexy Ts x) 


carp us HA 
Iev, naw —"— 
. F J% vw . | , 
Ta; erayytnion ta iy rare s BE Beatrg, 
Ft wiv #7 mwrla owtyommyias mayles 
£1 Ul ol , , ww 
os moevony]:s, var 6E char brig 
F . - vV 
Tuzzonry, EZoponheynouutyer mdu £* 
X44. — 


LN & I ſz1z5 Kcoroy winyy Alle, 
615 $).ermep i Na Ts Solnet inty- 
roms 76 x) Tigre, Sion ms, as” Ec 
& Tecow mAniTle or] 7 Irs, X, bY 
Amraor, vo Sump br1an dd , UTus 
PETTY " i £0.ay inilnſttrg ©ts 
£mpeghty funy yeh iont]os For other 
Teſtimonies 1 refer the Learned 
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Limbs Patrum: and to the Learned 
Dr. Peay ſons Expoſition of the Apo#t'e, 


Creed on the Article of Chrifts dejcen: 
into Hell, 


PeSgx oweouerac ; That the Scriptures mani- 


C 


feſtly 


T > as Hy. 2. 


"os , 
2. Au 2a am. 


feſily declare, that our Lord preached the Goſpel to 
thoſe that periſhed in the F loud, yea rather to all 
them that were enthralled, and detained in Priſon, 
and beld in Ward. So that the Text is alleged as 
the end and defign of Chriſts deſcent into. Hell, 
which They underſtood Locally, and by which 
They explain it. Bur whatever be the mean- 
ing of that Article, which I am not in the leaft 
obliged ro explain, (which Ruffinus tells us was 
left our of the Old Creed of the Roman Church, 
and is not extant in the Nicene, and was firit 
found in that of Agquileia, where He was a 
Presbyter ) their Interpretation of. thele words 
can no way ſtand, For 
1. Ir ſuppoſes & w, by which, to refer 
tothe Soul of Chriſt, which betore has been ſut- 
hiciently diſproved, (and the Tranſlating the 
words by vivens ſpirity, which perhaps might 
W.. - contribute to the miſtake among the Latins, is 
; \ very untrue, all the Greek: Copyes having not 
| Cor,but Caoranric,not living, but.made alive ) | 
and by and by ſhall be more fully evidenced, | 
2, Suppoſing the meaning of the Article 

in their ſenſe, there may be other ends of the 
deſcent aſſigned, this of theirs to free the Pa. 
triarchs. 


TI 


triarchs, and to preach to thoſe that were dead 
long before, being impoſlible to be true; As 
being 
1, Repugnant to the plain words of the * 

7ext, which ſays expreſly,that the Souls preached 

to were diſobedient in the days of Noah ; marking 

out that Generation of men that was contem- 
porary with Noah, and the particular time of 
their being diſobedient, the time before the 
Floud, while the Ark was a preparing. But this 
cannot belong tothe Fathers, who lived in the 
Ages before Noah; and yet they reckon * Adam * tnconveni. 


R 2 F ens erat, ut 
among thoſe that aſcended with Chriſt, (which cum multi ex 
eo nat! remit- 
they grounded on the XXVII. S* Matthew 52, fionemacci- 
| Perent pecc:t- 


and the Graves were opened, and many bodies of torum, & be. 


neficium re- 


Saints, which ſlept, arofe ) and conſequently that furrefions 
. . 0 conlequeren- 

He enjoyed the benefit of this deſcent ; nor tur, non ma: 
X Ny R g1S 1ple Pater 

can They be ſaid to be difobedient or refra- »mnium ho- 
minvm hujul- 


gory. Abel,and Seth, and Enoch ſerved God in moi gratiam 


confequere- 


their Generations,* and had this teſtimony that tur. ow. 
k — Tri6&t. XAXV, 
They were righteous, Feb, XI. 13, Theſe dyed in i . can) 
Faith, Jn 
2. It 13 Repugnant to the condition of de- 
parted Souls, whether thoſe of the righteous, 
or thoſe of the difobedient, 


C 3 * I, The 
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t, The Souls of the righteous were in a 
blilsfull and happy condirion, and needed not 
that Chriſt ſhould be preached to them. They 
had, when they were upon Earth, a prenotion 
and belict of Meſtas that was to be bern inthe 


fullneſs of Time, and by his Merits they were 


faved, who was The Lamb ſlain from the F oun- 
dation of the World, that is,in the Divine decree 
and appointment ; and to all intents and pur- 
poles the merits of his death were applicable 
to thoſe that lived before his coming 1n the 
Fleſh, as to thoſe that live after, It was by 
virtue of his pretious bloud, that was ſhed up- 
on the Croſs, they were accepted that were ac- 
cepted; I know it was maintained of Old, 
thar, notwithſtanding thts ſuppoſed deſcent 
and deliverance, the Souls of departed Saints 
are {till in abditis receptaculis 4 exterioribus atriss, 
in ſome ſecret receſſes, where they expett the 
Reſurrefiion-of the Body. But the holy Scriptures 
make-no mention of. a 7bird eſtate; no Limbus 
Patrum or Purgatory to be met with there, 'Tis 
true, They are.not in that perfeQion and glory 
in Heaven, to which They ſhall be advanced 
after the. Reſurre&ion, when their ſouls and 
| bodies 


IJ 
bodyes ſhall be re-united ; yet however They 
ace 1n a ſtate of Bliſs and Happineſs ; The 
Souls of the Juſt are inthe hands of the Lord , and 
therefore there was no need they ſhould long 
and wiſh for Chriſts deſcent into the lower Parts, 
who before had been made Partakers of the 
benefits. of his death and paſſion, as ſome 
ſtrangely gloſs from * Zach. IX. 11, 12. As for Mao 
thee alſo, by the bloud of thy Covenant I have ſent i" 'he Fane, 


and thus in- 


for thy Priſoners out of the Pit,wherein is no Water ; '*prets 3 L- 


? beraturts ſum 


Turn ye to the ſtrong hold, ye Priſoners of Hope. 7 * #nllg'* 


Patves, qr de- 


Which words: in their Literal ſenſe import rom ame 


adventum 


only thus much; That God either had or ©, i 


. fide ipfins Chrie 
would for his Covenants fake free the Jews, # == 


mortui ſunt : 


(the People of the daughter of Sion, v. 9.) our Hin fol- 


lowed by ſe- 


of their Babylonian ſlavery, (bring them from v*ral Powip- 


clan Writers, 


the dry.,and parched.and ſandy places of Cha/- vhoct-thi 
dza, where they were carried Captive ) ac- Jv © tm 
cording to their hopes and expeQations. 
And, 

2, FortheSouls of the unfaithful and diſ- 
obedtent,who dyed in their fins, and at defiance 
with God, They were ſhut up in Priſon, never 
to be releated ; - The Sentence was paſt upon 
Them, and thece.is no hope or poflibility of 


cvecer 


5 


ever getting it reverſed ; nor were they in a 

capacity of receiving benefit by che Preaching 

of Chriſt, There 1s no ſaving faith, no effe&ual 

repentance in thoſe infernal Regions: Rivers of 

tears there poured out cannot waſh off the 
xb.X1.27- ftain and guilt of Sin, After death immedi- 
ately follows the Fudgment, and the Soul at its 
departure knows Its Doom, and what it muſt 
truſt to for ever, 

3. It is contrary to the end and defign of 
the Goſpel,which only reſpeQs the living 11 its 
Publication; Go ye,and teach all Naitons, S'* Mat. 
XX V111.19. and more fully, **: Marke,XVI.15. 


* Clem. Alex. 


s:rem.lib,v1. Go ye into all the World, and preach the Goſpel to 


Atere var . : 
15 Aulicy » every Creature, was the Coramiſſion Chriſt gave 


5re14 1% the Apoſtles after his ReſurreQion ; thac is, Pub- 


&.7:50).s6 A 


"xi22519 liſh the Goſpel through all the Parts of the 


K ia \ % : 
—_— known and Habitable World, make known 
n9+10wirs” the Dofrine of the Croſs to all the Nations of 
£pny yo 614. 


{=p x4r- the Earth,and make Proſelytes and Diſciples by 
hs gs Baptiſm, and inſtruct them 1n the true Faith : 


N14 7x675 Jos 


—_—. itis not,Deſcend into the Re- 

14a lor whunlig wrt a ms Mes - . 

dns” bv $32 Jes 32 'EGeaor, us 8 £10NS below, and there Preach 

I Ern #15 m5popnr «2<200-P-271 me, as * ſome have fancyed 
the Apoſiles to have done atter their death, that 


they 


theſis. Bur we know, and are aſſured from Scrip- 
ture, that He that now refuſes and flights the 
overtures of Lite and Salvation, that reje&ts 
the offers of a-Saviour, and prefers a few bru- 


tiſh Pleaſures, which periſh in the enjoyment, 
and yet leave a deadly ſting behind them, 


before the Promiſes of unmixt Joy and Glory, 
muſt never expett the benefit of an after-Faith 
or Repentance in another World. If we would 
be happy hereafter, ic muſt be procured in 
the time of lite ; Bebold,now is the accevted time, 
bebold, now is the day of Salvation, even while we 
live; and the night cometh, that I may apply 
that of our blefled Saviour, S* Zohn. IX. 4. the 
night of death, wherein no man can work, 

Thus you fee this Firſt Expoſition, howe.. 
ver It was ſo greedily ſwallowed down by fome 
of the Antients, and gained credit from their 
Authority, 1s very weak, and bottoms upon a 
Sandy Foundarion, and fignities juſt nothing, 
as tothe true ſente and meaning of the Words. 

2. Others there are, who, rejefting the Li- 
teral (enle, fly ro a Myſtical one, underitanding 
ly, the Spirits in Friſon ſinners i'n general , 
* why 


rey might ſpeak congruouſly to their Hypo- 


2 Cre VI, 2z © 


* 6k ner - 4 yhoare impriſoned and ſhut up in datkneſs 


lmeayrs, tis que 


ran jincae- an infidelity, while they live and are in the 


re tembrmum 


e«linfdel.1a7, Fleſh, and are ſlaves to their carnal defires ; 


ve! im carcere, 


einer * who were diſobedient after the manner and 


vivebant. [kene(s of thoſe, that lived in the times of 


* Grot. in loc. 


Zoquirer,guaf Noah, But againft this Expoſition I have theſe 


videm fuiſſem, ; 
& fuerant i#- Two things to allege, 


aAem $ piritres 


ſfrve animi non 1. In General, That it 15 4 ſure Rule of 


. A. 
evi yy, Ht 


rifteretes to- the Schools, and ought to be followed in the 


quituy, ſed ge- 


mee: i.e, an mi Explaining Of Scripture, Scripture verba proprie 


pariter Des i111 


_ 2 op) : 
milesgli ſe'. accipienda ſunt, quando nibil inde abſurdi ſequitur, 


qi Noe pre- 


dicationiwon that the words of Scripture are to be taken 


ryrarderunt, 


properly,and according to their Literal mean- 

ing, and as they are vulgarly underſtood,when 

nothing of abſurdity, nothing that 1s diſagree. 
able to Faith, or the common nctices of Mankind, 

can follow from ſuch a literal acception. And 
therefore to ſeek for Allegoryes in plain ſenſe, 

and find out Myſteries,where none were intend- 

ed, is neither ſafe, nor proper ; for it a liberty 

be once indulged herein, what bounds can be 
ſet to a roving fancy, which loves to ſport it 
felf with pleafing [eas and Phantaſms it felt 
has raiſed ? and men roo are very favourable 
to the iſſue of their brain, thoſe fine and nice 
: conjectures 


17) 


conjefures and interpretations, that owe their 


conception and being to a ſtrong and ungo.. 


verned imagination. And how much Religion hag 
been prejudiced,and the rruth of Scripture-ſtory 
brought into queſtion by this &\nysgrugric, 
chis vein and humour of Allegorizing, which 
Origen by his great Name and Learning 
brought into the Church, having borrowed it 
from Philo the Few , I wiſh there was no cauſe 
to complain, eſpecially in this Age of ours, 
wherein every Pretender,out of an itch of vain- 
glory to ſeem wiler then others, preſently ſers 
up for an Origenian, and vents his ill-grounded 
conjetures for proofs and demonſtrations, and 
revives Old opinions, very uncertain, and wain, 
and heretical, and juſtly condemned as ſuch 
by the Zeal and Learning of former Ages, as 
the great 7ruths of God, as if Providence could 
not be juſtified without their admittance, nor 
the Articles of Faith and the Attrifutes of 
God Salved, unle[s we believe a Prxiſtence 
of Souls, Genii living in the Air, and vehicles 
formed out of ther by the Plaſtick, life and 
virtue of the Soul after irs departure out of 


. the Body, Bur it 1s to be feared, that, while 


D they 
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18 
they follow Origen too cloſe, even in his errors, 
and take up his way of interpreting ſome parts 
of Scripture, according toa pretended Cabbala 

. and a myſtick, Theolog y ferched from Plato and 
Proclus., they have given occaſion to Atheiſts 
* and profane Perſons to deny the Truth of all. 

2, In ſpecial, That the 7ext does expreſly 
refer, as was ſaid before, tothe times of Noah, 
and to thoſe that lived in them ; an1 therefore 

+ Per quem GannoOt be meant;as the learned ! Grotius would 


Dei ſpiritum 


miſſumin 4- have it, of Chriſts preaching by the &poſiles to the 


 b16 poſtquam Gentiles after his Aſcenſimn : For this would be 


in celum a[- 


cendir,crifxs tO. confound two diſtant Ages of the World 


dicitur pradi- 


caſſe Gemibus, together, and to make S* Peter ſpeak unintel- 
Carne as ligibly, and contrary to all uſage and cuſtom: 
rem inloc. for who can rationally imagine that S* Peter, 
when he ſaith, Chriſt preached to the Spirits in 

priſon, which were ſometimes diſobedient, ſhould 

mean this preaching of his own and after 

Ages, who is ſo careful firſt to tell us of what 

perſorts. he meant it of, and then isſo expreſs 

| and pun&ual about the right timing of it? for 

the Spirits that were preached to, were diſobe- 

dient; but when ? why, vle of Old, which be- 

ing a general reference of time, and ſo might 
comprehend 


(19) 
comprehend all from the Creation, Helimits and 
reſtrains to the Agejuſt before the Floud. 
Beſides this, there is another Figurative ns- 
tion of the word qvxcexy, brought in firſt by S* 
Hierome, and taken up by the ſame Grotius and 
others, which I ſhall briefly examine. 
They taking the Greek word,which we juſtly 
render Priſon, in a large and unconfined ſenſe 
for any kind of cloſe receptacle, thereby under- 
ſtand the Body, in which the Soul 1s detained 
and ſhut up, as a Sword in a Sheath, Thus f _t ant in 
Grotius, Hinc interpretari liceat illud, 1 Pet.lIl. 
19, Toig &v ukazy nveuugn, Ulis Spiritibus 
bumanis, quos velut in vagina detineri inutiles Deus 
querebatur ; who is herein followed by a late 
moſt Excellent, and Learned Perſon of our own 
Nation,who takes alſo theſe Spirits in Priſon to be 
the Souls of men, that lay ſo ſheathed., Senſleſs and 
unprofitable in their Bodies, immerſed ſo deep in 
| carnality, as not to perform any Service to God, 
who inFfired and placed them there. 


' Bur to this I Anſwer, That the ground of 
! this ConjeCture 1s very uncertain.as being built 
- upon an interpretation of another place of 
L Scripture, whereto they ſuppoſe this to refer, 
4 | D 2 which 
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which yet may be otherwiſe accompted for : 
* tn theZe- jt is * Gen. VI. 3. which our Tranſ/kators have 


brew the 


words are, thought fit t 


o render thus; And the Lord ſaid, 


p10 27 my Spirit ſhall not alwaies ſlrive with man ; bur 


Imam 
S7W?7 


They by reaſon of ſome affinity in found the 


Verb [YT? hath with bs ( whence they will 
have ir derived, though contrary to all Analogy 
and form) which ſignifies a Sheath or Scabbard, 
and metaphorically, a Body, thus ; And the Lord 


» Annot. p.800. Grotins in loc. 
Non permanebit, i.e. nolo din per- 
maneat. Spiritus 4 me datus ho- 
mini non manebit in. homine din 
incluſus, velut in vagind; quippe 
null; bono uſui, non magis quam 
en/ts reflus, Nam 11) efb vagina, 
t Paral, XXI. 27. Et Corpus 
Chaldaics fic dicitur, Dan, VII.15. 
mempe quod Spiritum intra ſe con- 
tixeat, Hinc interpretari._ hiceat 
iliud, 1 Pet. Wi, 19, wt ſupra. 
And to the ſame purpoſe in h's 
Commentary upon the Text 3 Si 
proprietatem wvocum ſequimnr, id 
dicit,non erit ut in vagina detent 
bc ſpiritus mers in homine, 1.e. won 
erit inutilis animus , quem ei dedi, 
frcnt enſss in vagina ,qui nihil efficit 
ejus, ad quod faltus et — — Ef 
autem vagina carcer gladio, Chal. 
dais 71371) vagina. Eodem modo 
corpus Homin's Chaldai vocant, ut 
Dan, VII. 15. Et in Talmudics 
ſept. Sic & Tertulianus,Caro va- 
gina aff latis Dei. lib.de Reſurret. 
carnis. Hac interpretatio non n0vs 
et, ſed Hieronymi ad 'Eſaiam. 

t Lib. IV. c.g. p. 248. 


ſaid, my Spirit ſhall not alwaies be 


ſheathed in man ,, which: * They 


are pleaſed ro. Paraphraſe, And 
God ſaid, the Souls which I have 
breathed and given to men, the Sons 
of Adam, and which are ſheathed in 
them, impriſoned, detained unprofita- 
bly,ſhall no longer continue-and abide 
inthem. But to this I have ſe- 
veral things to ſay ; As that 

I. There 1s no need, in- favour 
of this Interpretation, to fancy 
with !Cappellus in his Critica Sacra, 
and others,cthat the Greeke Interpre- 
ters read otherwiſe in their Copres, 


either QY1? N? as He, or Wa N7,who thus: 


render: 


21) 


render the Words, s un x9@uewy 1s rw 

as ty Tolg eevbewnros Wo fig Nov ctrova, My 

Spirit ſhall not abide or continue in theſe men for 

ever; Who are herein followed by the Syriack. 

and Arabick. Tranſlators,and with them Onkeles 

in his Chaldee Paraphraſe (which indeed in the 

general 1s nothing but a ſtrict and rigid verſi- 

on, 2 few words ſome time being added over 

and above only for explication) does well c- 

nough agree ; * 7his wicked Gene= yy win cvpro 7% 
ration ſhall not be eſtabliſhed before © op pn 
me for ever, But this without any reference to 

{12 orthe abiding and continuing of a Sword in a 

ſheath, and they may in their Zranſlation * be , * $* Mr: 


Fuller in his 


very probably ſuppoſed to allude to, and have Larmed a4 
in their mind the Syriack Word FE), which in ib-V-cap. 5: 
the New Teſtament is ſet down. to expreſs the . 
Greek xgerzeav and megoxaeleeav, It being 
uſual for defefiive Verbs of theſe kinds mutually 
ro. exchange their fignifications. The Hebrew 
and the Greek being thus reconciled, I fay 
2, That the Notion of the Word, as it 1 
refers to ſheathing,is very forced and ſtrained, 
and not to be parallell'd in Scripture, nor in a-- 
ny of the Languages, that derive from. the: He- 
brew, 


(22) 


brew, as neither can the Notion of my Spirit for 


the Spirit, that I have breathed in them. 

3.That the ordinary and common accept1- 
on of the word for ſtriving or contending 1s 
very applicable to the ſcope and defign of the 
Text, And the Lord ſaid,my Spirit ſhall not alwaies 
ſirive with man, will no longer endure the per- 
verineſs and obſtinacy of this evill and fintull 
Generation, I will no longer bear with their 
Provocations, ( and ſure as long as God for- 
bears, He may well be faid to ſtrive with man ) 
but now am reſolved to puniſh ; for that he al 


. 4 Fleſh; thatis, hath corrupted his waies,and has 
polluted himſelf by abominable aQs of unclea- 


nels , yet bis days ſhall be an hundred and twenty 
years, ſo long time I will torbear,ſatth God, and 
no longer.So that Three things are here plainly 
obſervable, 

I. A judgment denounced in the Threar, 
that bis Spirit ſhould not alwayes ſtrive with, man ; 
Gods patience was provoked, and he expreſſes 
his reſentments, and threatens Revenge. 

IT. The equity of the judgment in the 
reaſon of the Denuntiation, For that he alſo iz 
Flefp, becauſe of their fleſhly Iuſts and abo- 


minations. IL A 


v3 
III. A mercifull forbearance of the judg- 
ment threatned in the time allotted for their 
repentance, 7et his days ſhall be one hundred and 
twenty years-; not as if the life of man was to be 
ſhorcned, and brought within the compaſs of 
this term of years ; but that beyond this time 
God would not defer his vengeance, as It 1s 
excellently Paraphraſed by the forementioned 


Onkelos, # The Fþace of one bundred Inn may VM! KIN * 
and twenty years ſhall be given to VIM a8 P20 (wn 


them, to this end, that they may return and repent. 
God would not cut them off in their fins, bur 
gave them ſpace and time to repent, 1t . they 
would make a right uſe of it, | 

All which being ſo agreeable in themſelves, 
and following ſo.naturally one from the other, 


and ſuitable to the ſcope and defign of the Zext,, 


and to the common and ordinary fignification 
of the words, do. ſufficiently confirm and ju- 
ſtifie this interpretation. 

3. I come now in the Third place to fix 


upon the right meaning of the words, which 


you may take in rhis ſhort and plain Para-. 
phraſe ; that Chriſt by his eternal Power and 
Gadbead preached to. the Generation of men 

| immedi-- 


24 
immediately before the Floud, whoſe Souls are 
now ſhut up in Hell, upon the accomptot their 
diſobedience and infidelity, 

All which may be clearly and demonſtra- 

tively made out from the 7ext, 

1, That Chriſt is here meant, 1s evident be- 
yend all poflibility of contradiQtion , for a- 
bout Him the diſcourſe proceeds : He that once 
ſuffered for fins, the juſt one, that He might 
bring us to God., He that was put to death in 
the Fleſh,but quickened by the Spirit, the ſame 
preached to the Spirits in Priſon. Which plainly 
ſuppoſes, and proves too, his Godbead, in thar 
He preexiſted long before hs Incarnation, 
For operari ſequitur eſſe, How could He be faid to 
Preach, unleſs He were ? Before Abraham was,[ 
am, ſaid Chriſt to the Zens. S'* Fohn, VIII. 58. 
Here in the Text, before Noah was, He is; yea, 
before the Foundations of the World: were 
laid. S** Fobn, I, 1. In the beginning was the 
Word, ——- in the beginning of the Creation, 


(tor,it is a plain allufion'to Gen. 1, 1. In the 
beginning God created the Heaven and the Earth ) 
when as yet there was nothing made; (for v. 3. 
All things were made by him,and fo Hebr, I, 2. By 
whorn 


#? 
whom alſo he made the Worlds ) the Word, che Son 

of God, the Second Perſon in the Sacred Trinity 

had his being and exiſtence, and conſequently 

1s God Eternal. Rom.IX.5.({peaking. of the ems 

and their Privileges, by reafon of the Covenant 
God made with the Patriarchs) Whoſe are the 
Fathers, and of whom, as concerning the Fleſh, 
Chriſt came, who is over all, God bleſsed for ever. 

A Text able to confound all the Sophiſtry and 

blaſphemyes of Socinus and his Party, who deny 

the Divinity of our Bleſſed Saviour,and put them 
to an eternal filence, who very preſumptuouſly 
reje& the Myſteries of Faith, becauſe they cannot 
fully comprehend them,as if the ſhallow capa- 
city of a man were to be the meaſure and ſtand- 
ard of divine Truth:when they can give no fatil- 
fattory Accompts of the ordinary Phenomena of 
Nature, much leſs of its ſecret operations, and 
leaſt of all, of the Myſteries of Providence. 
And if this were a ſufficient reaſon to deny the 
Articles of Faith, becauſe They are above our 
capacity, They may as well deny the being of a 
God, becauſe they cannot have full and compre- 
benſive Notions of Infinity, Eternity, Omnipreſence, 
and the like. But certainly we lave the high- 
E e{t 
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(26) 
eſt reaſon in the World to believe the Articles 
of the Chriſtian Faith, which are ſo plainly re- 
vealed in the Holy Scriptures ; becauſe whatſo- 
ever God has been pleaſed to reveal is infallibly 
certain, and therefore, when propoſed to me, I 
am bound to believe it, though I cannot com- 
prehend the mods, how it is ſo, This for the 
Perſon, He went and preached. 

2, The manner or means, by which Chriſt is 
{aid to Preach, by which Spirit , that is, by His 
eternal Power and Godhead, as was ſhewn in the 
beginning, and now ſhall be further proved, 
For by the ſame Spirit, by which Chriſt role 
from the Dead, He preached to the Spirits in Pri- 
fon : But Chriſt roſe from the dead by virtue of 


his Godbead and divine Power. Rom. 1.4. Declared 


zo be the Son of God with Power, according to the 
Spirit of Holineſs by the Reſurrefion from the dead. 
Heb. IX. r4. How much more ſhall the bloud of 
Chriſt, who through the eternal Spirit offered himſelf 
without Fþot to God, purge your Conſcience from 
dead works to ſerve the living God ? that is, How 
much more available, then the bloud of Bulls, 
and Goats, and Calves, and all the Sacrifices 
eftered up under the Moſaical ceconomy, for 

the 


of 4 
the cleanſing from fin, and delivering from its 
Guilt and condemning Power, and in order to 


the ſerving of God acceptably, is the Bloud of 


Chris}, ſhed upon the Croſs, who, after he had 
raiſed his Body out of the Grave by his divine 
Power, preſented himſelf a perfef? Mediator to 
God in our behalf ? 

3. That Hell is meant by this Priſon 1s very 
ealy to conceive, having before proved it could 
not be meant of the Body, much leſs can it of 
the Grave, for the Soul at its departure takes a 
flight beyond the Grave and Regions of Death, 
and cannot be pent up in thoſe Charnel houſes 
under ground ; nor does it ſleep, as ſome have 
fondly dreamed, that 1s, remain in a ſtate of 
dulneſs and inaQtivity, without any apprehen. 
fion or knowledge till the Reſurrection, as we 
ſhall ſee anon, but goes to the place and ſtate 
allotted for it according to its deſerving. And 
the reſemblance and compariſon berween Hell 
and a Priſon 1s very fit and proper : When men 
are legally Impriſened,1t is either for their Crimes 
or for their Debts ; Now every un-repenting 
Sinner, that dyes in his Sins, hath Lroken the 
Law of God, hath made aſſaulrs upon his Attri- 

I bites, 


% 


butes,and rebelled againſt Heaven, and by this 
vY means has contracted a guilt upon his Soul, 
i which binds over to puniſhment, 1s a debtor 


il (2S) 


zo God, and has forfeited his Soul to Fuſtice,and 


' 

| 5 

i becauſe He took no care to agree with God,who 
t 


was become his Adverſary, and impleaded him, 
"i While He was in the Way with him, did not 1n his 
' life time compound for the Debt, and get the 
oh. Bond Cancel['d, 1s juſtly caſt into Hell: A 


| Priſon becauſe 
q | 1, Without Light, which muſt needs add 
+ | | tothe horrour of it. There is utter darkneſs, 
# and the blackneſs of darkneſs for ever. 
4 | 2. Without Liberty, Here MalefaGors are 
1 * 7u4.verl.6. ſecured and kept fafe till their cryal, * Thus 
Freikp: hath God reſerved the Apoſtate Angels, * and the 
| Souls of wicked men, in everlaſting Chains under 
; darkneſs, unto the Judgment of the great day. But 
with this vaſt and great difference, that They 
{hall be remanded and ſent back to this Priſon, 
where there will be no poſlibility of eſcape or 
i ranſom, where they muſt undergo an eternal 
1 Impriſonment. 
3- Without Comfert. Priſons uſually are 
( diſmal and loathſom Places, To be immured 


and 


cy 
and ſhut up from company, to be deprived of 
the benehts of converſe,and of the ſweets and 
pleaſures of liberty,co ſpend ones days in fad- 
nels and melancholy, and to meaſure out the 
ſlow minutes of ones wearilome lite with fighs 
and Groans ; This 1s That,that troubles nature, 
and puts her into a fright to think of ; How 
diſmal then! How inſupportable mult it be 
ro lye under the wrath of God,under the quick 
apprehenſion of a guilty mind, under the ſting 
of Conſcience, to be gnawed upon by that 
worm, that never dyes, to have no other com- 
pany but Fiends and damned Spirits equally 
miſerable with themſelves, and to be in a con- 
tinual expeQation of the great Day of Accompt, 
when the Body ſhall be raiſed to be partaker 


of the Puniſhment, as it was of the Sin! 


4. Chriſt preached to the Spirits in Priſon ; 


that is, Joig So 5 voy &v uAnKy mvEL;ago, tO: 


thoſe men, whoſeSouls are now in Priſon, caſt 
into Hell, but then were alive in their Boayes ; 
thoſe being long ſince difſolved and conſumed 


in the Waters, that overwhelmed them, while 


their Souls ſurvive, as being immorral , 
and are reſerved in Hell for Judgement. 


g So 


EE . 


LA | * Hereto perchance may be 
| referred that difficult place in 
rh Fob, Ch. XXVI. v. 5. which the 
Vu'gar Latin hath thus, Gigantes 
gemunt ſub aquis ; the LXX.ren- 
ders wy jizailis waiwwovla 
Senuglovwr 21G, x; 1ov wilk- 
lt yov ew)s; from another ſignt- 
f fication of the Verb : Symmachns, 
Ky S£ 944450 ! xz of yelov:s 2v]cis, 
| and ſo may denote the 'Gyauts 
| 295912) (thoſe mighty Apo- 
18 ſtates, that fell from the belief 
'7þ and Service of God, into Athe- 
Nil. iſm and ($$0wa9444) open rebel- 
Wy lion againſt Heaven) who were 
i upon the Farth in thole dayes, 
Ml Gen,Vl.4. that is, i» the dayes of 
Xah ; and the manner of their 
7 puniſhment by being over- 
L | whelmed by Water, and that 
'- They and their Accomplices 
are now troubled, and for- 
ced, by reaſon of the horrour 
and ſidne(s of their condition, 
to ſigh and lament:and Rephaim 
(5»#D1) is fo rendered by 
# the LXX in other places, and 
| particularly, Prov. IX. 18. yn- 
[ 34rEns \Eymmachnrs again Ze 0u42t » 
| -t (which name may be well 
| applyed to the men in Noah's 
A time, and herce the Heathen in 
| all likelyhood borrowed the 
llory of their zail-wunye ) 
T 126d 0t190 , yizer]is . and Sr, 
| 1 H :rome, Gigantes, This I take 
» to be th= meaning of the word, 
| as deeming it in no degree pro- 
bible, that they are to be un- 
derſtond of Sex. Monfers ſuch as 
[ T its and Uſes, as Grorins, or 
ot Metals, or $:eds, as Others. 
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q * So that the Priſon plainly refers to the place 


and condition, in which their 
Souls are, as a juſt puniſhment of 
their diſobedience, and not ar all 
ro the Preaching : which will yet 
further appear trom the LV, Chap, 
of this Epiſile, Verl. 6. tg 15r: 
2  vexegis tvnſeriodn, For this 
cauſe alſo waz the GoFþel Preached 
tothe dead; that is, tothoſe, who 
are now dead, but then were a- 
live, when the Gofpel was preach- 
ed tothem, Where ( that 1 may 
note this by the way) the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks not in general of Gods 
making known his will to the A- 
ges betore Chriſt, but particularly 
mentions the Preaching of the 
GoFpel, which muſt be limited to 
the times of Meſſ.as, and therefore 
thoſe 1n that verſe, that are dead, 
ro whom the GoFpel was Preached, 
muſt be ſuppoſed to have lived 
fince the coming of Chriſt in the 


Fl:/h, and conſequently this place is not paral- 


ih © 
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lel, but only in the Phraſe or form of ſpeech, 
with the Zext, as ſome imagine; the one reſpe- 
Qing the times of the Golpel, the other, the 
Age before che F loud. 

It only remains to be ſatisfyed, How Chriſt 
can be ſaid to preach to thoſe that lived in the 
Old World? I Anſwer, That it muſt not be 
underſtood,as if Chris did aQually preach and 
appear to the men of that Generation ; (though 
ſome of the Antients have thought, that Chriſt 
did often appear to the Patriarchs in humane 
ſhape, as a Praludium to his Incarnation;which 
Opinion I ſhall not now ſtay to examine) bur 
that he did it by the Ministery of Noah,\ who is 
called 2 Pet.II.5. guootrc xneve, a Preacher 
of Righteouſneſs ; that is, He denounced the 
Judgements of God againſt them for their ſins, 
fore-warned them of the danger and ruine 
They were bringing down upon their own 
Souls,and continually ſounded in their ears an 
alarm of judgment,that would infallibly over- 
take them, except they repented, and did by 
their unfeigned humiliations and amendment of 
life ſtop and prevent the Anger of God,which 
otherwiſe would break out upon them, and 
over - 


+a 
overwhela them 1h 2n Univerſal Deluge. So 
that by the ſame divine Power , by which He 
preached in the Apoſtles after the Reſurreion, 
who preached in his name, by virtue of that 
Commiſſion and Authority They received from 


_ Him (and upon this very accompr, He is ſaid 
to come, ( a Phraſelike this in my Text ) and 


* Archb.Vſher, 
Grotius, and 
the Learned 
Dr. H. 


preach peace to the Epheſians, Ch. 11, v. 17. as 
* ſeveral have well obſerved ) He Preached in 
the Prophets, that lived before his Coming in the 
Fleſh. 1 Pet. 1, 10,11, Of which Salvation the 
Prophets have enquired and ſearched diligently, who 
Propheſied of the Grace that ſhould come unto you, 
Searching what or what manner of time the Spirit 
of Chriſt, which was in them, did ſignifie, when it 
teſtifyed before hand the Sufferings of Chriſt, and 
the plory that ſhould follow. 

The Prophets and Apoſiles were the Miniſters 
and Ambaſſadours of Chriſt, and therefore what 
They do, He is faidto do; and the diſhonour 
that is done to Them, God takes as done to 
himſelf: 1 Sam. VIII. 7, They have not rejefed 
you, ſaith God to Samuel, but They have rejefted 
me; and our Saviour told his Diſciples,when He 
commiſſioned them to Preach in his name, Hz 


that * 
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that receiveth you, receiveth me; and He that 
receiveth me, receiveth him that ſent me. S** Matth. 
X, 40. according to that uſual ſaying among 


che Jews, * Every mans Delegate or Meſſenger is «vw + 
as himſelf. As here upon Earth, the reſpe& "22 


or aftront that is done toan Ambaſſadour, in- 
rerpretatively is done to the Perſon whom He 
repreſents ; and the Aing is ſaid in our ordi- 
nary diſcourſe to do that, that his Commiſſioned 
Miniſter does in his Name, Let none therefore 
be fo vain as to fay in their hearts, Had we 
lived in the times of Meſſtah,whemhe was upon 
Earth , Had we heard thoſe powerfull Oracles 
of Truth drop from his ſacred lips, Had we 
heard him Preaching to us the Great myſteries 


_ of God, how afteQed ſhould we have been ! 


What deep impreſſions would his Preaching 
have miade upon our Souls! For Chriſt ſtill 
Preaches from Heaven to you by his Mini- 
ſters. He hath appointed ſeveral Orders, and 
hath ſerled a Sacred Miniſtery in his Church, 
and hath provided alſo for a conſtant ſuccel- 
fion to the Worlds end. 2 Cor, V. 20. Weare 
Ambaſſadours for Chriſt, as though God, (Chrilt, 
the Son of God) did beſeech you by us, we pray 
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you in Chriſts ſtead, be ye reconciled to God. Every 
Sermon you hear is the voice of Chriſt ſpeaking 
ro you in his Miniſter; And let me add, As 
They that heard not Moſes and the Prophets,would 
not have been per{ſwaded.though- one had aroſe 
from the Dead ;. ſo it may be feared,that thole 
that are deaf ro ſo many admonitions,to ſuch 
continued and earneſt entreaties, that they 
would repent,and lead better lives,that are re- 
ſolved to continue in their fins, notwithſtand- 
ing the frequent and often repeated importun1- 
ries of Gods Miniſters in his Name to the con- 
trary, would even reje the Preaching of Chriſi 
himſelf, if He were upon Earth; He hath letr 
his Goſpel among us, which is vox Scripta, his 
Word put into Writing, and to that he does 
require our faith, and our obedience, as much 
as if He was aQually preſent, He Preached 
to the Old World by the Miniſtery of Noah, and 
ſtill Preaches to us by the Miniſtery of his Word: 
Their diſobedienceto Him, for which They 
were thruſt into that infernal Priſon, conſiſted 
in this, That They contemptuouſly refuſed 
his mercy, which was offered to them, and 
dibclicved the Word which. Noah Preached : 

and 


35 


and how ſhall we eſcape, if, amidſt all thoſe fre- 


quent invitations that are made us, we neglect {0 


great Salvation ? 


Thus I have removed the difficulcies, and 


cleared the words with as much brevity as 1 
could, 


The Propoſitions, which are deducible hence, 


are theſe Four, which I ſhall but briefly conch. 


I. 


Il, 


That God is graciouſly pleaſed to uſe all 
means to bring men to repentance, before 
He cuts them off by his Judgments. He 
went and preached. 

That the Souls of the diſobedient are now 
ſhut up in Hell, He went and preached to the 
Spirits, that now are-in Priſon, which ſometimes 
were diſobedtent. 


IlI. That God, norwithftanding the daily and 


IV. 


great Provocations of finfull men, doth often- 
times give them time and ſpace to repent: 
The long ſuffering of God once waited in the 
days of Noah, while the Ark, was a preparing. 
Thar in the midlt of the fevereſt and ter- 
ribleſt Judgments, that befall the World, 
there is a mixture of mercy ; or, Thar his 
Judgments are never ſo general, but he 
F 2 [pares 
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ſpares ſome. In this Univerſal Delage, as it 

15 juſtly called, few, that is, Eight Souls were 

ſaved by Water, 

I, That Gad 1s graciouſly pleaſed to uſe 
all means to bring men to repentance, before 
he cuts them off by his Judgments; He went and 
Preached. God hath fer up alight in every mans 
Soul to dire& him in all his waies. Reaſon is 
given to him for a guide,and Natural Conſcience 
tells him his. duty, and how he ought to be- 
have himſelf in all capacities whatſoever: with- 
out any inſtitution or teaching, every one (ces, 
by an innate internal light, the Effential and 
Fundamental differences of good and evill, and 
none can pretend ignorance, , * He hath ſhewed 
thee, O man, what is good, even by thoſe deep 
impreſſions, he hath. made upon thee, which 
can never be totally eftaced ; and what doth the 
Lord require of thee,but to do juſtly,and love mercy, 
and to walk, humbly with thy God? And what is 
or can be more agreeable to nature, then for 
a man to do, as he, would be done to, to be 
ſociable, and kind, and loving to men of the 
ſame nature with himſelf, and to crouch and 
humble himſelt- before his Maker, andyadore 
his 


his Goodnels,and his other divine Perfeftions? 
Yer ſo fooliſh, fo vain, fo inconfiderate a thing 
is Man,that he 1s wilfully forgetfull of his duty, 
chat he throws oft thoſe reſtraints, which Na- 
ture hath laid upon him, breaks through all 
obligations of Religion and Conſcience, retuſerh 
the conduct of his Reaſon, and gives himſelf 
over to the hurry of his Paſſions and fooliſh 
Lufts, and thus puts out his eyes to be lead by 
a blind guide, rill he loſerh himſelf in a maze 
of errour and vanity, But when we are thus 
loſt to our ſelves, God will not leave us fo; He 
is pleaſed to find us out, His Goodneſs ſtill pur- 
ſyes us. He is unwilling to puniſh, till all his 
Methods are fruſtrared and diſappointed and 
rendered inefte&ual. Thus when the Inhabitants 
of the Old World had forſaken God and them- 
ſelves too, had corrupted their wayes, the whole 
courle of their life, and given up themſelves, ts 
work. wickedneſs, and that with greedineſs and de- 
light, He inſpires Noab and ſends him among 
them to re-mind them of their duty, to ſhew 
them how much they had degenerated from 
their Nature, to rouſe them out of their carnal 


{ecurity,by thundering Judgment 1n thelr ears, 
and. 
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and to bring them home, if poſſible, to himſelf, 
And after the ſame manner God proceeds with 


Vs. He condeſcends to entreat and beſeech us 
ro accept of his mercy ; He woes us by his 
loving kindneſs; He frights us by his Judg. 
ments. He doth not affiii willingh, nor grieve the 
Children of men ; if he uſeth ſharp Medicines, it 
is in order to our recovery,becaule gentle ones 

could not work the cure,” Tis true,God will not 

force us to be happy againſt our wills, He will 
uſe no wiolence to our F aculties, He treats us as 

Rational Creatures, He invitcs, He threatens; 

He uſes all Arguments to perſwade and work 

upon us to repent, and accept of his mercy, 

So far is God trom decreeing the eternal ruine of 

myriads of his Creatures, meerly to ſhew his 
Soveraignty and Power, as ſome maintain to the 

great prejudice of his Goodneſs, that moſt love- 

ly Actribute of a God,chat He proteſts ſolemnly 

with an Oath (and ſure God 1s to be believed 
upon his bare ſaying fo, much more upon his 

lo vehement alleveration ) and He commands 

the Prophet totell them ſo in his Name, Exzech, 
XXXI11, 11. As 1 live, ſaith the Lord, I have no 
pleaſure in the death of the Wicked ; To thele dil- 
obedient 


obedient and ungodly ones in the 7ext, Noah is 
ſent, in hope that he might reclaim them, God 
puts the Queſtion to us, and that moſt ſeri- 
ouſly in the ſame.verſe, Why will you dye ? Why 
will you ſo fooliſhly make your ſelves away ? 
Why will you ruine your ſelves for ever ? 
When we are at the brink of the Pir, and ho- 
vering over the mouth of Hell, He calls to us 
to draw back our adventurous Feer, leſt we 
rumble down the Precipice. Turn ye, turn ye, 
Why will ye dye? And as we value our own e- 
ternal concern in another World, let us obey 
this Heavenly call, let us fly to his mercy, 
which he fo freely offers ro us now in the time 
of life, for hereafter it will be roo late : The 
Juſtice of God will exa& puniſhment on thoſe 
hereafter, which refuſed his mercy here, and 
dyed in diſobedience. Which brings me to 

2, TheSecond Propyſition ; That the Souls 
of the diſobedient are now ſhut up in Hell. 
The Spirits that are now in Priſon, which ſometime 
were diſobedient. I am not obliged by the na- 
ture of the Propoſition to vindicate the Fuſtice of 
God in the puniſhment of a Sinner with Eter- 
nal Torment ; but only am hence briefly to 


ſhew 
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Linkexxiv.y3. 
At, 1, 25. 

2 Cor. V. 1. 
PU%. 1.23. and many others. 
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ſhew the groundleſneſs of their fancy, that 
ſo eafily perſwade themſelves to the great 
damping and cooling the heats and ardors of 
devotion, and to the making men ſuſpicious 
and miſtruſtfull of its ever being awakened 
out of ſuch a long and ſtupid Lethargy, that 
the Soul /keps during the interval between 
death and the ReſurreQ&jon, that it enters the 
{ame Grave with the Body, without any reflex- 
ive knowledge or expeCtation of the laſt Day, 
that, in a manner, it 1s dead fora time, and as 
ſenſleſs as the Body that 1s diffolved into its 
firſt Principles ; as if when freed and dil- 
entangled from Fleſh, it was confined to, and 
ſhut up in the Grave, there to ſleep out ſome 
Thouſands of years, if the Goodneſs of God 
ſhall reprieve the World tor ſo long a ſpace, 
void of all perception, and without exerting 
any vital operation: A concelpt as wild as 
the Poets, concerning the ſtupifying Waters of 
Lethe, which they fancied to drown and oyer- 
whelm the ſenſe and memory of things dore 
here upon Earth. 

Bur not now to allege the * ſeveral Texts of 
Scripture that aſſert the contrary, and that it 
was 
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FE 
was the cheif defign of our Bleſſed Saviour in 
the Parable of the Rich man and Lazarus, to 
allure us of the ſurvival of the Soul after its 
Emigration, either in a ſtate of bliſs or woe , 
nor to lay before you the Phyſical Arguments, 
that might be fetched from the Nature of the 
Rational Soul, and the independency of its 
Operations, I ſhall only urge at preſent this 
Moral Confideration. 

The Soul, we know, in ſome of its nobler 
flights ſoars far above the Earth, and ſeems 
oftentimes, not only in its raptures and exta- 
fies, but ordinary contemplations, to have no 
intercourſe with the Body ; and when raiſed 
and advanced by Grace and Holineſs, grows 
weary of its confinementy, and with furious 
and impatient defires and longings gaſps 
and pants after a more cloſe and immediate 
enjoyment of the Divine Preſence, breathing 
out , When ſhall I come and appear before God ! 
While the diſobedient and the ungodly, that 
have made their Souls drudges and flaves-ro 
che. brutal Parr, to procure for their Luſts, 
and forced them to comply with their appe= 
tites and their humours, and have abuſed-atl 
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their faculties contrary to the end: and deſign 
of the Creatour, when they come to dye,then 
begin to have too quick a ſenſe, that there 1s 
ſomething within them, that will prove im- 
mortal ,that will paſs beyond the Grave,and in 
all irs flittings and wandrings will never be 
able to ſhake off the horror of that guilr, 


which 1t contratted here upon Earth. Theſe 


general ſentiments, theſe hopes and fears, that 
attend the innocent and guilty at ſuch times, 
when they have the leaft-reaſon to flatter or 
abuſe themſelves, and when They are the like- 
lieſt ro make the moſt impartial judgments, 
ſeem to me ( if there were. no expreſs Scrip- 
ture or other Argument to induce or compel 
my belief ) conviction enough, that the Soul 
immediately knows its eternal Doom upon 
ts firſt entry on a new Stage:and that it is very 
abſurd and irrational to doubt of or deny the 
poſlibility of a Souls exiſting ſeparately, becauſe 
we cannot fully comprehend the manner of 
it, or ſolve all the difficulties, that ſome 
mens Curioſity and Scepticiſm have raiſed "with 
convincing Demonſtrations , and evigance no 
leſs than Mathematical, 


3. That 


(43) 


3. That God notwithſtanding mens daily 
and great Provocations oftentimes vouchſafes 
ro them time and ſpace to repent : The long 
ſuffering of God once waited in the days of No- 
ah, while the Ark, was a preparing, How much 
and how greatly God was provoked by their 
fins, before HE threatened them with his 
Judgments, you may read in the Sixth of Ge- 
neſis. Wickedneſs had overſpread the Face of 
the whole Earth; There was a General 
flacy amongſt men ; They had forgot God that 
made them : They had thrown off all fear of 
his Name : They gave up themſelves to their 
Lufts, and their own hearts deſire : Their thoughts 
and imaginations were {et upon evill and mil- 
chief : They were guilty of unnatural and 
beaſtly luſts, and of all manner of uſtice and 
plolence : So great was their Wickedneſs, that it 
troubled and prieved God at the very heart, that 
he had made man, Well, God ſends Noab a- 
mong them : Bur do they hearken to the voice 
of the Prophet ? Hath his Preaching any influ- 
ence upon their lives? Nothing leſs : They 
were igfvious till, * 297 u@- do:Bov, a World 
of ungodly wretches, aruInowz)5; in the Text, 

(rs 2 They 


* 2 Pet. II. 5. 


(44) 
They were diſobedient and refraQtory ſtill, They 
would not be perſwaded, nor would They be- 
lieve He threatned them with a Deluge, that 
ſhould overwhelm them, except They amend ; 
and by Gods appointment S1xſcore years be- 
fore the time,that they might not complain of 
a ſurpriſe, ſets upon the building of an Ark, 
to convince them by a viſible repreſentation of 
* a\5;i.e, Gods intended purpole, and * By this He con- 
K.8ule, By demned the World, and became Heir of the righte- 
NR ae. Ouſneſs that is by Faith, Heb. XI, 7. Every 


it may alſo ou : [ 
refer to 7i95. ſtroke ſhould have been more terrible in their 


But the for- 


merſenk® ears, thana Clap of Thunder ; but they were 


the moſt Na- reſolved te ſtand it out. Poſlibly they might 
_ come to him, while he was bufily imployed 
about his work, and vent their infidelity in a 

piece of raillery,and laughat his credulity and 

tear,as ſome of our Modern Atheiſts droll upon 

the Day of Judgment ; What meaneſt thou, 

O thou Fooliſh Builder, by this ſtrange Pro- 

jet and. device? The 1mpoſhbility of the 

thing ſeems to us a ſufficient confutation of 

your Prophecy, and your defign too, that all 

the Earth ſhould be covered with Water ; and 

what the Mountains too ? and be changed into 
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Sea. This 1s againſt Nature, and therefore can- 
not be. Thus they might diſpute and argue 
themſelves inro a confident diſbeliete of the 
threarned "Judgment. Bur ſee the Goodneſs 
of God and his unlimited Patience! Notwith- [| 
ſtanding all their inhdelity,and beaſtlineſs,and || 
abominable immoralityes, Hi long ſuffering ſtill i 
waited * ans£s&&580, {till patiently, and with wa" 9. | 
all gentleneſs imaginable, expefed their a- (pace | 
mendment, God needed not to have given 

chem. any warning at all; His Juſtice mighe 

have ſwallowed them up quick, without the 

leaſt notice or intimation of his intended fury : 

but He waits, that he may be gracious. If be turn . 

xot, He will whet bis Sword; be hath bent his Bow, 

and made it ready, Pſal.. VI1.12.And yet though 

his {word be bright and gliſtering, it is long 

before He ſtrikes 5 though his bow be' bent, | 
yet the deadly Arrows do not preſently fly a- 4 
broad. He Summons us to yield, and parles | 
with us, before He ſtorms us with his Judg- 
ments, How loath and unwilling 1s God to 
put his threats into execution ! as if 1t were 
a doing violence to his Nature to puniſh. 
Hoſea, XI. 8, How ſhall T give thee up, 0 Epbra- 


im ? 
[ 
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im? how ſhall I deliver thee, Irael'? how ſhall 
make thee, as Admah ? how ſhall I ſet thee as 
Zeboim ? My heart is turned within me, my re- 
pentings are kindled together. They wrong God 
then in the beſt of his Attributes, 1nThar, that 
he delights and glories in, that repreſent him 
to the World, as plotting and contriving the 
ruine of his Creatures, by an abſolute and per- 
emptory decree, as if he was an Almighty Tyrant. 
No, He takes no pleaſure in revenge, but is 
very willing and defirous to be prevented in 
his Executions. Revel. Il. 5. Remember from 
whence thou art fallen and repent, and do the firſt 
Works; or elſe T will come unto thee quickly, and 
will remove thy Candleſtick. out of its place , except 
thou repent. To apply this in one word to our 
ſelves ; There is none here, I believe, whoſe 
Conſcience doth not ſuggeſt to him ſuch like 
thoughts as theſe; Thus graciouſly hath God 
dealr with me ; He might have juſtly cut me 
oft in the midſt of my fins at ſuch and ſuch 
a time, but he was pleaſed to ſpare me, and 1 
am this day alive a Monument of his Mercy : 
and there is none too, but hath had frequent 
Warnings from God, either by remorſe and 

touches 
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touches of Conſcience, or by his Miniſters, or 
by the Judgments that have been in the mid(t 
of us; elpecially the raging and conſuming 
PeSlilence, and the late Diſmal Fire, Burt what 
uſe have ge made of all theſe difpenſations? 
Let us therefore at laſt be perſwaded to cloſe 
with God ,, and hearken to his Voice, that 
Thunders out of Heaven,and no longer defpiſe 
the riches of his goodneſ$,and forbearance, and long- 
ſuffering, as knowing, and being throughly con- 
vinced, that the goodneſs of God ſhould lead us to 
Repentance. 

4. The Fourth Propofition, That in the 
midſt of the ſevereſt Judgments, that befall 
the World, there is a mixture of Mercy ; or, 
that Gods Judgments are never ſo Univerſal, 
but He ſpares ſome. In this Univerſal De- 
luge few, that is, Eight Souls were ſaved by Water. 
Where I might obſerve. 


I. The means of their preſervation, it was 
by an Ark. 


II. The number of thoſe Perſons, that were 
preſerved, which. was incomparajely ſmall in 
reſpett 
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reſpe& of thoſe vaſt multitudes tha periſhr, 


wherein few, that is, Eight Souls were ſaved by 
Water. The Hiſtory of which Judgment was 
recorded and taken notice of by Heathen 
Writers, being derived down to them by a 
general and uninterrupted tradition, though 


not ſo clear in all particularities, by reaſon of 


ſome mixtures and additions of their own, 
and the beliefe of ir was retained among them, 
notwithſtanding their ignorance in other mat- 
ters, and their {uperinduced Barbariſm, Bur 
on this I muſt not now enlarge, only in general 
as to the Propoſition, I ſhall explain it by the 
Hiſtory of the Text, and confirm it by a dou- 
ble inſtance. 

God had often forewarned theſe Inhabi- 
rants of the Old World of his Judgments, but 
they continued careleſs and unmindtfull ; S* 
Luke XVII. 27. They did eat, they drank, , they 
married Wryes, they were given in Marriage, untill 
the day, that Noah entred into the Ark, and the 
Flood came and deſiroyed them all: They con- 
tinued their ſports and their frolicks, They 
ſwam in pleaſures, and drowned their reaſon 
by cher tull draughts, as carnally minded, as 

unbelieving 
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unbelieving and ſecure as ever, till the zery 
day, whereon the Flood-gates and Sluces of 
Heaven were opened , and Rivers of Water 
were poured out of the Skie, and the Foun. 
tains of the great Abyſs were broken up, and 
then they were forced to mix Tears with 
their Wine ; their rich and coſtly Dainties, 
wherewith they had corrupted and over- 
charged Nature, turned into Gall and Worm- 
wood ; their Excefles and their Wantonneſs 
and their careſles into loathing and horrour 
and confuſion ; they exchanged their Marri- 
age-Songs and Triumphs into ſhricks and 
howlings ; doubly overwhelmed, with the 
Waves, and with grief as ſwelling and as im- 
petuous. Thus they periſhed in the Waters, 
while Noah and his little Family was ſafe. 
houſed in th? Ark, So when Clouds of Fire 
and Brimſtone diſcharged themſelves upon 
Sodom and Gomorrah , and conſumed the 'im- 
pure Inhabirants, who had burned with un» 
narural Luſts, and were ſet on Fire of Hell, 
before they were from Heaven, God ſent his 
Angels to reſcue Lot from the Flame ; And 6... xx. x. 
thus the believing 7ews, that were 1n Zeruſalem, a. 

H a 
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a Voice from-Heaven, heard by ſome of them, 
— and inviting them to depart 


* Hiſtorie Eccleſ.lib. III. cap.V. 
—7 Als ty I: g9ovAV juars $- 
xAuna x71! ive yeuouy Tois 
eyleM oxiuncs ft armongaue 
10; dixdSb$iy]a, ops my rorips 
#6 ravaguver The mater nal ive, 
Tis mipadas hay GIRev KExe 
AvuTpare, limes «v]yy 6y 0pua.- 
Com 


thence, as * Eyſebius relates, after 
the Siege was unexpeRtedly rai(- 
ed by Gallus, laid hold on the 
opportunity, and went -over for- 
dan to Pella, and ſo were freed 
from all thoſe unparalell'd mi- 


ſeryes, which their obſtinate and 
perver le and unbelieving Country-men were 
forced to endure from the cloſe Siepe of Titus, 
that happened ſome Months after. To Con- 
clude ; As the Old World was once drowned 
and overwhelmed by Water, ſo we believe 
God will one day let looſe upon it that other 
more fierce and raging Element of Fire, which 
ſhall conſume all its Glories into Aſhes, and 
make it but as one Funeral pyle at the diffolu- 
tion of Nature, We all profeſs to believe, 
that Chriſt will come to judge both the quick 
and the dead,and we have had frequent Warn- 
gs and Alarms of his Coming, How doth ic 
concern us to prepare for that Day, wherein 
we and all the Generations of men, 'that ever 
were or ever ſhall be, muſt ſtand before his 


- Throne 
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Throne, and not delay our repentance one 
moment, leſt Death ſurpriſe us on a ſuddain, 
and as Death leaves us, Judgment will find us; 
but ſecure an Intereſt in CHRIST, and make 
him our Advocate, who is to be our Judge: 
And then happy ſhall we be at that day amidſt 
the noyle of the perithing World; and as 
Noah and his Family were faved in the Uni. 
verſal Deluge, as the Text ſayes, di udtrley, 
through or in the midſt of Water, fo ſhall we be 
ſaved in thetime of that Univerſal Conflagra- 
tion, Oct Tvegs, through or inthe mids? of Fire, 
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